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ABSTRACT 



By late winter 1933, the United States had already endured 
more than 3 years of economic depression. During the previous summer, the 
Democratic Party platform had unveiled a generalized plan for economic 
recovery. President Franklin D. Roosevelt set about to prepare the nation to 
accept expansion of federal power since he recognized that the programs he 
was about to introduce for congressional legislative action to relieve the 
dire effects of the Great Depression were unprecedented in peacetime. In his 
1933 inaugural address. President Roosevelt recommended extreme measures. 

This lesson relates to the duties and powers of the President and Congress as 
set forth in the Preamble, in Article I, Section 8, Paragraph 18, and in 
Article II, Section 3, Paragraph 1, that resulted in measures to provide for 
national relief from the economic disaster of the Great Depression. The 
primary sources for the lesson are six informative photographs of the era and 
President Roosevelt's inaugural address. The lesson correlates to the 
National History Standards and to the National Standards for Civics and 
Government. It presents historical background on the Great Depression, the 
catalyst for President Roosevelt's speech (two resources), and suggests 
diverse teaching activities for classroom implementation, including 
vocabulary development, document analysis, group research project, group 
document analysis, essay writing, Internet research, and class discussion. 
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Standards. 



Constitutional Connection 

This lesson relates to the duties and powers of the 
president and Congress as set forth in the Preamble , in 
Article I, Section 8, Paragraph 18 , and in Article II, 
Section 3, Paragraph 1 , that resulted in measures to 
provide for national relief from the economic disaster of 
the Great Depression . 

This lesson correlates to the National History 



Era 8 -The Great Depression and World War II (1929 - 1945) 

• Standard 2A -Demonstrate an understanding of the New Deal and the presidency 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 



This lesson correlates to the National Standards for Civics and 
Government. 

Standard III.B.l. -Evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues regarding the purposes, 
organization, and functions of the institutions of the national government. 

Cross-curricular Connections 



Share this exercise with your history, art, language arts, and government colleagues. 



List of Documents 



1. Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1933. 

(page 1) (page 2) (page 3) (page 4) (page 5) (page 6) (page 7) (page 8) (page 9) 

2. "Sgt. Burke, of the U.S. Army, talking to a group of boys just arrived from New York 
as replacements for CCC Camp, TVA #22, near Esco, Tennessee, telling them the rules 
of the camp before they go to their lunch. Behind the boys are some of the tents in which 
they are living, pending the completion of the barracks which will be their winter 
quarters. The iron cones behind the two boys at the left of the picture are heating stoves 
for the tents." 

3. "CCC Boys at work," Prince George County, Virginia. 

4. Works Progress Administration (WPA) sewing shop at 475 Tenth Avenue, New York 
City. 

5. Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) camps for unemployed women in 
Areola, Pennsylvania "Reunion Day First Campers Join Second Campers." 

6. Farm Security Administration-Works Progress Administration: Unemployed men 
eating in Volunteers of America soup kitchen in Washington, D.C. 

7. Rural Electrification Administration (REA) - Tennessee Valley Administration (TVA): 
"Stringing rural TVA transmission line." 

Historical Background 

By late winter 1933, the nation had already endured more than three years of economic 
depression. Statistics revealing the depth of the Great Depression were staggering. More 
than 11,000 of 24,000 banks had failed, destroying the savings of depositors. Millions of 
people were out of work and seeking jobs; additional millions were working at jobs that 
barely provided subsistence. Currency values dropped as the deflationary spiral continued 
to tighten and farm markets continued to erode. 

During the previous summer the Democratic Party had unveiled a generalized plan for 
economic recovery in its platform. They called their platform a "contract" and set forth in 
it a series of provisions to remedy the economic disaster. Although frequently lacking 
specifics, the platform addressed a wide range of issues: among them were agricultural 
relief. Prohibition, unemployment, and old age insurance. While not followed very 
closely by Franklin Roosevelt's administration, the platform did indicate that election of 
the Democratic candidate would result in unprecedented governmental growth to deal 
with the problems pressing on the nation. Roosevelt set about to prepare the nation to 
accept expansion of federal power. Roosevelt recognized that the programs he was about 
to introduce for congressional legislative action to relieve the dire effects of the Great 
Depression were unprecedented in peacetime. 




In his 1933 inaugural address Roosevelt stated: "Our Constitution is so simple and 
practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis 
and arrangement without loss of essential form. That is why our constitutional system has 
proved itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modem world has 
produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign wars, of bitter 
internal strife, of world relations." Yet, at the same time, he was prepared to recommend 
measures that he knew could succeed only with strong public pressure in support of 
extraordinary federal powers to deal with "extraordinary needs." 

The first document featured with this article is the speech given on Inauguration Day in 
March 1933. It is particularly memorable for its attack on the psychology of the Great 
Depression. Less memorable but more enduring is the justification that Roosevelt 
planned to use to expand the power of the federal government to achieve his legislative 
objectives and thereby ease the effects of the Great Depression. Woven throughout his 
inaugural address was his plan. He aimed to declare war on the Great Depression and 
needed all the executive latitude possible in order to wage that war. For in addition to his 
famous statement "the only thing we have to fear is fear itself," he also said "I shall ask 
the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis — broad Executive 
power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to 
me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe." 

Resources 

Graham, Otis L., Jr. An Encore for Reform: The Old Progressives and the New Deal. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1967. 

Leuchtenburg, William. Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940. New York: 
Harper and Row, 1963. 

Teaching Activities 

Vocabulary 

1. Direct the students to define the following words before reading the Inaugural Address: 
induction, candor, curtailment, languishes, incompetence, abdicated, exhortations, 
callous, ethics, endeavor, foreclosure, manifestation. 

Document Analysis 

2. Provide students with a copy of the inaugural address (Document 1). Ask them to read 
it and underline any words that reflect a metaphor for war. For example, on page 1 the 
words "convert retreat into advance" would be appropriate. Direct student pairs to 
compare and discuss their findings. 



Group Research 

3. Ask students to list components of President Roosevelt's plan to attack the Great 
Depression as stated in his inaugural address. Copy these components onto a sheet of 
butcher paper and post in the classroom. Next, provide students with a list of New Deal 
programs. Use examples from the documents cited in this lesson (the CCC, the WPA, the 
FERA, and the TV A) and add others that you deem appropriate. Assign small groups of 
students to research one of the programs to determine whether it addressed one of the 
issues specified in the speech and included on the posted list. Finally, direct the groups to 
report their findings and discuss whether their program had any connection to the military 
metaphor used within the speech. 

Group Document Analysis 

4. Divide students into six groups and distribute one of the six photographs (without its 
caption) and a Photograph Analysis Worksheet to each group. Instruct the students to 
complete the worksheet based on their assigned photograph. Ask a representative from 
each group to describe the group's photo to the class. Ask students to determine which 
New Deal program is depicted in each of the images based on the research they 
conducted in Activity 3. Read the captions to the students to inform them of the actual 
programs depicted in the photos. 

Essay 

5. Ask students to write an essay in which they analyze the war powers clauses included 
in the Constitution and compare them to the tone of the speech and the development of 
the New Deal programs. 

Internet Research 

6. Using the Web-based sources listed below, direct the students to access and retrieve 
other New Deal images and documents. The students should search for images of their 
local area, state, or region and record and then discuss the variety of New Deal programs 
that they find represented in the images and prepare a brief report on the programs they 
find. Permit the students to report their findings orally to the entire class or in small 
discussion groups. 

From the National Archives and Records Administration: 

A New Deal for the Arts 

http://www.nara.gov/exhall/newdeal/newdeal.html 
Tokens and Treasures 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Democrat, 32d President, 1933-45 
http ://www. nara. gov/ exhal 1/treasures/ fdr.html 



NARA Digital Classroonx Constitutional Issues: Separation of Powers 
http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/conissues/separat.html 



NAIL (National Archives Information Locator) 
http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html 



FDR Library 

http://www.fdrlibrarv.marist.edu/ 

From Other Government Agencies: 

The Whitehouse: Presidents: Franklin D. Roosevelt 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/glimpse/presidents/html/ff32.htnil 

Social Security Administration History 
http :// WWW. ssa.gov/history/history.html 

The Library of Congress, American Memory. 

The New Deal Stage. 

Selection from the Federal Theatre Project, 1935-1939 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fedtp/fthome.html 

From Non-Government Organizations: 

New Deal Network 
http://newdeal.feri.org/ 

The American Experience: Surviving the Dustbowl 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/dustbowl/ 

The American Experience: The Presidents 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/presidents/ffames/featured/featured.html 
FDR Cartoon Library 

http://www.wi 2 vax.net/nisk_hs/fdr/index.html 



Class Discussion 

7. Facilitate a class discussion about other areas of domestic policy that apply the warfare 
metaphor. Two examples are the war on drugs and the war on poverty. 

The photograph above (control number NLR-PHOCO-74201010) is of WPA Federal 
Theater Project figures silhouetted against the backdrop of the Constitution, c. 1935. It is 
from the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 

The documents included in this project are from the Franklin Roosevelt Library; Record 
Group 142, Records of the Tennessee Valley Authority; and Record Group 69, Records 
of the Works Progress Administration. They are available online through the National 
Archives Information Locator (NAIL) <http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html> database, 
control numbers NLR-PPF-1820-1STCARBON-RS1, NWDNS-142-H-158, NLR- 
PHOCO-53227(322), NWDNS-69-N-22420D, NLR-PHOCO-83116(2), NLR-PHOCO- 
53227(291), and NLR-PHOCO-53227(1673). NAIL is a searchable database that 
contains information about a wide variety of NARA holdings across the country. You can 
use NAIL to search record descriptions by keywords or topics and retrieve digital copies 
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of selected textual documents, photographs, maps, and sound recordings related to 
thousands of topics. 

This article was written by John M. Lawlor, Jr., a professor at Reading Area Community 
College in Reading, PA. 
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otriQUon oorld my rc^uir©* lUoo© Doaouroor or ouob otbor 
Qoaouroo ac tbo Oongroso my build out of ito oxporloneo and 
tTladom, I ©boll oeobi^ vTitbin qy oonotltutioml nutborlty^ to 
bring to ©poody adoption « 

But in tbo ovont tbat tb© Congrooo oboll fall to tat&o 
on© of tbooo ttm ooumoo» and in tb© ©vont that tbo national 
oaorgonoy io otill oritioolr I oball not ovodo tbo oloar oouroo 
of duty that ^11 tb©n oonfront oo. £ aboil aol: tbo Oon^^^on 
for tbo on© rosalning inotruaent to aoQt tbo orloio — broad 
Ssooutlv© pomr to cog© a nar agalnot tb© omrsonoy, ao groat 
Qo tb© po^3or tbot uould bo gluon to no If to uoro la foot in - 
vadod by a foroign foo, 

For tbo isruot ropoood la no £ uill rotum tbo ©ourogo 
and tbo dovotlon that boflt tbo tloo* £ oon do no looo. 



Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt’s First Inaugural Address, March 
4, 1933, page 8 
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Uo fae© thoZ 11© Isa 

mK 3 ©oOTogo of TOtlonal imit^; tsith tSso ©leaf* oosacoimsonooo 
of sQQlilns old Gima p^oious oos^ valuoo; xAZh cq1^ 

lofQOtloa t^Q% oonos fpoa thQ ot&ora popfojcaao© of diity by 
old and yoiani^ aUSs©, u© atn at tho aoouKmo© of a s^mded 
and pQEcmnont national llfo. 

Ho do not dtstoiQt tto fatora of ooeontlal dooooyaoy. 
TIlio pooplo of tho Onltod States have not failed. In thotr 
nood tboy tovo re^otered a nandoto that t^oy t?ont diroot« 
vlgoroa© aotion. ^oy have aotoCl for dtsolplln© and dtrootlon 
undor loodorohlp* ^oy hovo oafio eo tho preoent Insti^iaont of 
thQlr c^loheo. In tiio spirit of gift I toko It. 

In tblo dedication of a nation uo luinbly ae& the 
blooelag of Ood. Iloy Ho protoot oaoh and ovory one of uo. 

Hay Ho guide ao In th© doyo to ooae. 



Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt’s First Inaugural Address, March 
4, 1933, page 9 
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Document 4: Works Progress Administration (WPA) sewing shop at 475 Tenth Avenue, New York City. 





Pennsylvania "Reunion Day First Campers Join Second Campers. 





Document 6: Farm Security Administration-Works Progress 
Administration: Unemployed men eating in Volunteers of America soup 
kitchen in Washington, D.C. 
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Document 7: Rural Electriflcation Administration (REA) ° Tennessee 
Valley Administration (TV A); "Stringing rural TVA transmission line." 
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.MiSfelNational Archives and Records Admieistration 



Photograph Analysis Worksheet 

step 1. Observation 

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and 
then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each 
section to see what new details become visible. 

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph. 

PEOPLE OBJECTS ACTIVITIES 

Step 2. Inference 

Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this 
photograph. 



Step 3. Questions 

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind? 



B. Where could you find answers to them? 



Designed and developed by the 

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 
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